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For example, every summer Potawatomi people now living in Michigan, Wisconsin,
Kansas, Oklahoma, and Ontario coms together to cslelrate their ties to each oth-
er. The Bands rotate the honor and responsikility of hosting what is called the
“Potawatomi Gathering.” People have the opportunity to mest distant relatives
from all over the country and to celebrate being together.
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Moving to Michigan

Informational Article

The population of Michigan is made up of people from many different plac-
= 6s. They migrated to Michigan for a variety of reasons and helped Michigan grow
= and develop.

[ The French came first in the late 1600s to work in the fur trade. There were

= not a lot of french people kut they did start many early Michigan towns. Later in

= the middle 1800s, french people came from Ganada to work in the lumbsring busi-
ness. Many settled in lumbering towns lite Saginaw and Bay City.

||
“ People of African descent have lived in Michigan from the time of the fur
trade. Between 1810 and 1860, many escaped slaves came to Michigan loohing for
freedom. During the early 17008, many African Americans [eft Southern states
hoping to find jobs and a better life in northern states like Michigan. Many set-
tled in cities liie Detroit where they hoped to get jobs in factories. In the late
17003, Africans from countries such as Digeria, Ghana, and Ethiopia came to Michi-
gan. Many settled in the metropolitan Detroit area.

Germans began to come to Michigan around 1830. Many left Germany be-
cause of Shortages of food caused by crop failures. There were also political, or
A governmental, problems in Germany. They settled first around Ann Arkor and the
= Saginaw River Valley. They started towns such as Franfienmuth.
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British people came to Michigan after the french. In the 1820s many people
of British descent moved from the Dew England area to Michigan. They settled in
many areas of the Lower Peninsula. Many kecames farmers. In the 1850s, people
from the Cornwall area of Britain cams to worh in Michigan mines.

In Ireland in the 1810s there was a famine, which meant there was a serious
Shortage of food. This was caused when the potato crop failed. Many Irish people
left Ireland at this time and came to states lihe Michigan. Here they settled in
Detroit and in an area of southeastern Michigan along U.S. IZ, which kecame
nown as the Irish Hills.
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Food shortages were also a proklem in Poland in the 1860s. dust after the
Givil War, Poles began to come to Michigan looking for ketter jobs and farmland.
They started towns lite Posen in the northeastern part of the Lowsr Peninsula.
Later many Poles moved to the Detroit area to work in car factories.

In the 1810s, the Dutch government tooh control of the churches in Holland.
- This caused many Dutch people to leave their country in search of religious free-
L] dom. Many came to Michigan and settled in the western part of our state in cities
lihe Grand Rapids. They also started a town called Holland.

After the Civil War, Swedish people settled in the Upper Peninsula to work in
mines and lumber camps. They felt the Upper Peninsula was a lot like their native
Sweden. They lived in towns like Iron Mountain and Iron River.

Finnish people and Italians also came to Michigan beginning in the 1860s.
They came mainly to work in mines. Later people from koth these groups settled
in the Detroit area to work in factories.

Hispanic people came to Michigan in the 1700s. They were mainly from Mexi-
co, Puerto Rico, and Guka. In the beginning, many helped pich Michigan crops.
Later they settled in cities like Detroit, Pontiac, Dearlorn, and Allen Park. Many
Hispanic people worked in factories.

Chinese people began to settle in Detroit in the 1870s. They Settled an area
called “Chinatown” located near Third and Michigan strests. Many had left the
f~Jwestern part of the United States bscause of anti-Chinese feslings there. There
. was little Chinese immigration after this until the [ate 1770s.
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After World War II, many dapanese came to settle in Michigan mainly in the
etropolitan Detroit area. There was another wave of Japanese immigration in
the 1780s. During this time, many dJapanese settled in Oahland County. Many were
worhed for dapanese car part companies.

Michigan has more people of Arak descent than most other states. They
have come to Michigan mainly from the countries of Iraq, Jordan, Lelanon, and
| | Syria. People came for a variety of reasons including conflict in southwestern
Asia. Most Arabic people live in cities near Detroit such as Dearkorn and South-
field. Many Arakic people are Muslims and follow the religion of Islam. Others, like
Chaldeans, who come from Irag, are Christians. Most Arak immigration was in the
later part of the 1700s.

A few dewish people came to Michigan as early as the times of the fur trade.
Many came bstween 1880 and 1911. In the late 17008 Russian dews immigrated to
the Detroit area to escape discrimination in their homeland.
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Dow, in the 2I** Gentury, people continue to immigrate to Michigan. Recent

immigrants include the Hmong and Viethamese from Southeast Asia and people
from Gentral American countries like Guatemala.
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Moving to Michigan Chart
Directions: Read the informational article. Choose b of the groups
mentioned in the article and summarize what You learned akout these

groups by completing the chart kbelow.
Who? | When? Why? Where did they settle?
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