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Chechs and Palances

When the Framers separated the legislative, executive, and judicial
powsrs among three different branches, they were still concerned that
each branch might akuse its power. The framers of the Constitution
did not think separating the powers would be enough. They were
afraid that proklems would arise like those dsscrilbed on the Power
Problems chart. They decided that they also nesded to mahe sure
that the legislative, executive, and judicial powers were given to other
branches as a chech on power.

Under the sgstem of chechs and kalances, the branches are given
authority to challenge each others use of powsr. For instance, the
president has the power to veto a law passed by Gongress. In this
way, ho branch can carry out its functions/powers without some coop-
eration from the other branches. Thus, the “cheching power” is a way
one branch of government can limit the power of the other branches
of government. The system of chechs and kalances mahes sure that
one branch does not become too powerful and prevents abuse of pow-
er that might result if a single branch were in complete control.
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How a Bill Becomes a Law
Writing a Bill

Someone has an idea.

A memlosr of Gongress agress with the idea and writes a proposal for the
law which is called a “bill.”

Going to GCommittes

The kil is Sent to a committes that analyzes and discusses the kill.

The committee may re-write the kill, accept it as it is, or do nothing
(table the kill).

Getting a Majority of Votes

When the committes sends the kill back, Congress votes on it.

If the kill started in the Houss, the House votes first. If it passes it moves on
to the Senate.

If the kill started in the Senats, the Senate votes first. If the kill passes the
Senats it goss to the House of Representatives.
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Getting the President’s Sighature

If the bill passss in both housss of Congress, it is sent to the President.
If the President signs the kill it becomes law.

If the President vetoss the kill, it can only become a law if Gongress over-
rides the veto with a 2/2 vote.
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